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Lovable, kind, ordinary Birdie Bloom is doomed to the gloomiest
of existences in the prison of Ms. Foulweather’s Home for the
Tragical. In Birdie’s world, wicked witches may use evil spells,
fairy godmothers are permitted good magic, and ordinary citizens
may be the beneficiaries of either. But because the best possible
outcomes are reserved for the Triumphants, Tragicals naturally
get the cruelest endings. It’s not that Birdie chose a tragical
existence, but in the land of Wanderly, no one dares, or even
imagines, to leave their assigned role. That is, until a mysterious
wind delivers a cryptic letter to Birdie from a discontent wicked
witch. Encouraged by the magical wind, Birdie writes a return
letter to the singular Agnes Prunella Crunch, setting off a series
of humorous communications and events that teach Birdie that
the power she has over her own storybook ending also positively
affects others.
The twists and turns of the humorous storyline are somewhat
predictable in this fantasy novel, but the writing is charming and
clever as the author uses the personality of the book itself to
narrate. Readers should be sure to read the footnotes, which
provide both entertainment and information. An elevating aspect
of the story are the several themes that lead to the heartwarming
ending. On a deeper level the themes are the impetus for more
profound discussions about the human need for connection,
government control, and whether the influence of a higher power
can lead and inspire human outcomes. Ultimately, the reader
discovers that in a land where roles are assigned and magic
is apportioned, Birdie’s abilities come not through a magical
designation, but through her yearnings for friendship that
embolden her to bravery.
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